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AGENDA
May 9–10, 2024

Seattle Children’s Research Institute: Building Cure
1920 Terry Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101

Thursday, May 9: 
Site Champion Retreat and All Attendee Networking Reception

3:00–5:00pm Site Champion Retreat

3:00–3:15pm Welcome

Robert H. Coker
Research Professor, Deputy 
Director, Center for Work 
Physiology and Exercise 
Metabolism, University of 
Montana; Chair, NW PCI Network 
Steering Committee, ITHS

3:15–5:00pm Understanding the Lessons of the 
Past as We Plan for the Future

Laurie Hassell
Director of Community 
Engagement, ITHS

5:00–6:30pm All Attendees Networking Reception

5:15pm Let’s Get This Party Started!

Jodi Smith
Attending Physician, Seattle 
Children’s Hospital; Professor 
of Pediatrics, University of 
Washington School of Medicine; 
Co-Principal Investigator, ITHS



Friday, May 10: 
Main Conference

8:30–9:00am Check-In and Breakfast

9:00–9:15am Welcome

Katherine R. Tuttle
Executive Director for Research, 
Providence Health Care; 
Professor of Medicine, University 
of Washington;  Regional 
Principal Investigator, Co-
Director, NW PCI Network, ITHS

9:15–9:30am A Word from ITHS

John K. Amory
Associate Dean of Translational 
Sciences, University of 
Washington School of Medicine; 
Principal Investigator, ITHS

9:30–10:00am

Update: 
Northwest Participant and Clinical 
Interactions Network

Robert H. Coker
Research Professor, Deputy 
Director, Center for Work 
Physiology and Exercise 
Metabolism, University of 
Montana; Chair, NW PCI Network 
Steering Committee, ITHS

10:00–10:10am Welcome ITHS TL1 and KL2 Scholars

Christy McKinney
Associate Professor, Department 
of Pediatrics, University of 
Washington; Director, KL2 
Program, ITHS

Hilaire Thompson
Professor, Behavioral Nursing & 
Health Informatics, University 
of Washington; Co-Director, TL1 
Program. ITHS

Blake Wiedenheft
Professor, Department of Micro-
biology & Cell Biology, Montana 
State University; Co-Director, TL1 
Program, ITHS
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Friday, May 10: 
Main Conference Continued

10:10–11:10am

Bonnie Ramsey Keynote Lectureship  

Time to get uncomfortable: Equity in 
action

Introduction:
Robert H. Coker

Speaker:
Abigail Echo-Hawk
Executive Vice President, Seattle 
Indian Health Board; Director, 
Urban Indian Health Institute

11:00–12:00pm
Panel & Audience Discussion:
Respecting Community Knowledge 
and Practicing Humility in Research

Moderator:
Cindi Laukes
Director and COO, Neural 
Injury Center; Research Affiliate 
Faculty, Integrated Physiology 
University of Montana

Panelists: 
Denise Dillard
Co-Director, iREACH; Professor, 
Elson S. Floyd College of 
Medicine, Washington State 
University

Vernon Grant
Assistant Research Professor, 
Center for American Indian and 
Rural Health Equity, Montana 
State University

Alma Knows His Gun McCormick 
Executive Director, Messengers 
for Health

Amal Saleh
Program Manager, Research 
Integration Hub, Seattle 
Children’s Research Institute

12:00–12:45pm Lunch
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Friday, May 10: 
Main Conference Continued

12:45–1:45pm

Learning Laboratories: 
Supporting a Diverse Research 
Workforce: Education & Training 
Resources for Research Staff

Kara Cooper
Manager for Training and 
Curriculum Development, 
Research Integration Hub
Seattle Children’s Hospital

Russell Lackey
Director of Education, ITHS

1:45–2:00pm Break

2:00–2:45pm
Learning Laboratories:
Developing a Career Ladder for 
Research Coordinators

Jodi Smith
Attending Physician, Seattle 
Children’s Hospital; Professor 
of Pediatrics, University of 
Washington School of Medicine; 
Co-Principal Investigator, ITHS

Laura Baker
Senior Director, Clinical Research 
Integration, Seattle Children’s 
Research Institute

2:45–3:15pm

Regional Research Highlights: 
Opportunities for Improving 
Research Operations: Rolling Out 
the NW PCI Research Study Metrics 
Dashboard

NW PCI Network Priorities and 
Project Ideas for the Future

Dani Blackburn
Data Analyst, Biostatistics, 
Epidemiology and Analytics 
in Research (BEAR), Seattle 
Children’s Research Institute

Allison Lambert
Adult Pulmonary and Critical 
Care Physician; Adult Cystic 
Fibrosis Program Director
Providence Health Care; Co-
Director, NW PCI Network, ITHS

3:15–3:30pm
Closing: 
Next Steps, Evaluation and 
Acknowledgements

Allison Lambert

For speaker bios 
and more, visit

iths.org/nwpci2024


