TEMPLATE – Study Vetting and Selection Criteria
Selection of new project and study opportunities must be guided by network and clinic priorities, feasibility in clinical settings, and relevance to patients and providers. Vetting occurs at multiple levels – network coordinating center, governing board, and clinic champion. Criteria may overlap at each level, and results in decisions whether to move the study opportunity to the next review and on to grant development and onboarding.
This template is closely aligned with the SOP – Developing a New Study with the Network Coordinating Center (pre-award) and must reflect the network principles and values (see TEMPLATE – Network Principles, Values, and Structure).
PBRNs may occasionally receive study requests recruiting research sites (e.g., industry-sponsored studies). These “pass-through” studies may receive minimum scrutiny, but the coordinating center can conduct an “appropriateness check”. The process is described below. Additional criteria for industry-sponsored studies may be required and are available in CHECKLIST – Industry Partnership Criteria and Approval.
Project and Study Selection Criteria
Network Coordinating Center Criteria (initial consultation with the PI)
· Are the intended research topic and design relevant to and feasible within clinical settings?
· How does the investigator think the clinics and coordinating center will be involved?
· Will clinics be compensated fairly?
Governing Board Criteria (governing board meeting)
· Is knowledge generated by the study relevant to primary care practice? 
· Does the study fit with the goals and objectives of the Network? For example: 
· Advances research and/or discovery 
· Is feasible to implement, minimizes interference in clinical operations and burden to member practices 
· Study is collaborative and bidirectional 
· Will contribute to improved patient health/quality 
· Is the Network an appropriate place to answer this question?  
· Do the investigator, Network Coordinating Center, and member practices have the resources and expertise to implement the study? (e.g., investigator's expertise, study budget etc.) 
· Is there an appropriate rationale for the study intervention (e.g., evidence-based, theory, holds promise) 

Clinic Champion Criteria (during clinic recruitment)
· Is an appropriately qualified individual interested and available to lead the study in each participating clinic?
· Are the necessary support staff available to support the study? Is there buy-in from providers and clinic leaders?
· Will this study unduly impact the clinic workflow?
· Is there a sufficient pool of patients meeting the inclusion criteria from which to recruit?
· Is the timeline realistic? Are there confounding factors that may impact the ability of the clinic to successfully implement this study?

Pass-Through Studies
1. If the research is being conducted by an organization of which the Network is a member (e.g. American Academy of Family Physicians National Research Network), the NETWORK Coordinating Center may send communications to NETWORK member clinics and organizations at any time, without review and approval by the GOVERNING BOARD. 
2. For all other projects, the GOVERNING BOARD must review and approve (via meeting or email) whether the opportunity should be sent to NETWORK members. 
3. Preliminary “appropriateness check” questions for consideration: 
a. Is this a research study? 
b. Is knowledge generated by the study relevant to primary care practice? 
c. Is the NETWORK an appropriate place to engage in this research?  
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